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Influence of interdisciplinary cooperation on research output based
on SCI papers supported by NSFC

Yue Mingliang Ma Tingcan Wang Guifang He Tao

(Wuhan Documentation and In formation Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences s Wuhan 430071)

Abstract The comprehensiveness and complexity of scientific research have made cooperation, especially
interdisciplinary cooperation, normality. Based on the SCI papers sponsored by the National Natural Sci-
ence Foundation of China (NSFC) programs published during 2008—2015, this paper identifies and charac-
terizes the subject areas of the papers according to the research fields of their sponsoring NSFC programs,
and then studies the influence of the research cooperation especially interdisciplinary cooperation on re-
search output using the subject-classified papers. The results show that research cooperation can evidently
promote the quality of research paper and program output, and the promotion effect of interdisciplinary co-
operation is significantly greater than inner-disciplinary cooperation.

Key words research cooperation; interdisciplinary; National Natural Science Foundation of China; re-

search output



